
If you don’t try, you fail 

 

- Silverstein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to all the teachers who do the job of showing us their passion and teaching us ours, 

and to all the students who never get to experience that. 

Specifically, for the kids who will get the education they deserve because we made our voice 

heard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Those in power just don’t want us kids to change anything because they know we will” 

-Garth E. Beyer 

 

 



1. Preface: Education exclamation! 

It was nearly six months before I began writing this manifesto that I first learned exactly what 

Charter schools and Magnet schools were. When I was told that these schools provided a 

curriculum that typically specializes on a particular field of study and that there has to be a 

lottery at most for admission. I was astounded. I was never told I had the option to go to a school 

where I had the ability to study more of what I really wanted to. No one, not even the media, 

who I would think would always be jumping to write about this, mentioned charter schools. 

After learning this, I was told that most of the charter schools are problematic.  

Problematic? How could that be? It would make sense that they would be underfunded because 

they are breaking away from the traditional educative progression. However, if you put a bunch 

of kids that want to focus on a teacher, a mentor, someone that preaches what the kids truly want 

to learn, surely the lack of funds could hardly be “problematic”. Not only are parents willing to 

spend more to give their children an education outside of the norm, but teachers take cuts so that 

they can teach what they are passionate about.  

If money can’t be the problem since passion, lessons and ideas cost nothing, if the students can’t 

be the problem since they are focused and motivated and if the teachers can’t be the problem 

since they are passionate enough to take the lower wage jobs, then what is the problem? 

There isn’t one (with that type of education). 

Over the last seven years I have lived through secondary and post-secondary education. I went to 

a high school that I would have deemed “average”. However, there would have to be outliers in 

order to make it truly average, and there really weren’t (unless you count two people getting a 

perfect score on the ACT an outlier).  

It was a high school with the same standards and pre-determined course schedules as any other 

high school. While there, I had written down pages upon pages of ways that education could be 

improved in my notebooks, scrap pieces of paper and sometimes in the class books themselves. 

We often get reminded that ideas are nothing without action. Trust me, I knew that back then and 

it has all lead up to what I have put into this manifesto. 

My mission then is the same now; to make a positive ruckus toward improvement. I was the one 

to raise my hand and ask questions that we would not be tested on. I recall a time in an 

environmental science class when we were studying Tsunami’s. I raised my hand and asked if 

the speed of Earth’s rotation had a large enough impression on the speed and impact of a 

Tsunami based off the direction it was heading. The teacher had no clue. My ability to ask 

questions that could not be answered by the teachers, the people who are supposed to specialize 

on the subject, only increased. I was addicted. Questions that started based off my actual interest 



and passion turned into a test of the teacher’s passion and intentions. Would they know the 

answer? Would they find out? Did they ever wonder the same thing? Did they care? 

In this manifesto, I am going to argue that I am not the only student who has questions and a 

passion and that the teacher I mentioned was not the only one who lacked what is supposed to be 

the essence of teaching. The continuation of using the same educational framework that was 

placed in the 1900’s will not only be the downfall of the economy, but it will be the downfall of 

spirit, of character, of passion and most importantly of dreams. 

2. A walk through school 

Contrary to belief, walking through a high school or college, you won’t find people nose deep in 

a book. Yes, you will find them in the library, but they are not checking out any books. From my 

experience and attendance in the library, the number of students who would check a library book 

out is 5%, and I’m being generous. Nor will you find students using class room books unless 

actually told to open their books to page 394. Of which, 40% of students did not even bring their 

book to class. The biggest complaint I heard in college about books, was not how expensive they 

are (though I heard plenty of that and even contributed to it), it was that they bought a book and 

didn’t even use it. The string of advice about books isn’t where to get the cheapest books, but 

what classes you will even need your book for.  

What you will find in the library are a dozen students on the computers, some of them sharing 

screens. What teachers see is their students on Facebook, but what they are really doing is 

multitasking. They also have a tab open researching what they have questions on because the 

teacher didn’t make it clear and of course, the answers aren’t in the book that was prescribed for 

the class. Maybe I’m already sounding bias, but ask any graduate this question, “Did you learn 

more from Google or more from school?”  

This manifesto is written to change the answer to that question.  

There is no reason why students should be learning more from Google than from school. The 

tools, the value of face time and the ability to inspire are the core pillars to education, none of 

which can be provided by Google. Obviously, Google hasn’t acquired a hand to shake, a smile to 

share or the ability to inspire someone to do what they have a passion for. That leaves one 

explanation. Schools are still using the prescribed and historic educational tools from the 1900’s. 

They are avoiding conversations and they are killings dreams rather than schooling them. 

Out of the 35+ teachers I have had, there has been one that was so thrilled and passionate about 

the subject that he taught that I wasn’t the only one engaged, everyone was. This teacher was the 

only one that ever stunted my streak of asking questions that teachers could not answer. This 

teacher was the only one that replied to my emails, suggested books to read, had discussions with 

me, asked me to stay after class to discuss a topic and encouraged me to take courses at UW-

Madison on the same subject. One teacher who taught what they were passionate about, not just 



what they got a degree in or what they have memorized. One teacher who could get the attention 

of students who had no interest in the subject. One teacher who crafted conversations into the 

presentations. One teacher that knew how to school dreams rather than steal them. 

You may be thinking that this teacher makes a lot of money and teaches at a big brand school. 

He doesn’t. He’s just another teacher working at an average public college with an average 

public college pay. This one teacher does not have a line of students who want to study his 

subject. The class is one of many options to fulfill the graduation requirement.  

Regardless, even if the teacher and school was making much more money and had a big name 

for itself, there would still only be this one teacher who breaks the status-quo, the somber routine 

of teaching. But instead of paying to have a dozen teachers like the one I mentioned, schools 

spend the money from their increased tuition and donations on more buildings to expand classes 

and a big football stadium to avert the eyes and minds of people wondering why they didn’t use 

the money to fill the classrooms they have with teachers who want to school dreams and students 

who want to learn them.  

Even more unfortunately, the students, parents, teachers and taxpayers who already understand 

the premises of this manifesto, do little to nothing to change what school is for. Don’t get me 

wrong, they want to, you want to (that’s why you’re reading this), I want to, but still so many sit 

idly by only shaking their heads. (This!) This -not charter schools- is problematic.  

Seth Godin has made some of the problems I am going to discuss aware to over 300,000 people 

by writing and sharing Stop Stealing Dreams. I am standing up and speaking up for the 30 

million people (students significantly included) who need a different form of encouragement and 

to be made aware of key elements that were glossed over to the other 300,000 people that read 

Stop Stealing Dreams. 

You, the students, the teachers the parents, and tax payers need to know that there is a side of 

education that Godin can show you, and there is a side of education that a person who had just 

gone through it can show you. And it’s much worse.  

Straightforwardly put, very few colleges are trying to recruit students who are passionate. 

Graduation rate has no correlation to the amount of passion in the school; it is only connected to 

how factory-like the school is and how desensitized the students are. The schools who recruit the 

passionate are the people you know about when their name is mentioned. These people were able 

to use school to improve their passion to such a degree that they have made a name for 

themselves (not their school) by the time of graduation. Often times, they leave before 

graduating: Mark Zuckerberg, Steve Jobs, Bill Gates… But wait, neither Mark nor Steve nor Bill 

manifested their passions from school. They may have done it while in school, but it seems they 

created their names despite of any classes they took. 

 



3. A pocket of side notes to this manifesto 

I’ve numbered the sections in order for you to specifically mark certain points in your future 

discussion of the book, as well as to correlate the information from a recent graduate to the 

comments and notations made by Seth Godin in his eBook Stop Stealing Dreams. The numbers 

make it easy to apply a connection which will result in a further understanding of each idea.  

You have the ability to read this eBook quite separately. I am going to assume you have already 

read Stop Stealing Dreams. If you haven’t, I insist that you open it up side by side and compare 

but it isn’t necessary.  

The following sections are written in my perspective and I have done my best to make it clear, 

but it’s up to you to decipher whether I mean “I and other students” or “you and I” when I use 

“we”.  

The ideas are formulated in the type of blog posts since that is how I have always written and 

will make it easier for you to create a vacancy through the whitespace to fill it with your own 

thoughts on each idea. 

At times, while I have written to inform and persuade, it may feel like I am ranting. It should. 

While one rant may not change the way things are, if it resonates with you and you echo this 

information by tweeting, emailing to others, forwarding it, passing it on by word of mouth, 

sharing it on Facebook and any other way to make it bounce off each and every persons mind, a 

chorus of rants can change the way school is taught.  

While the ideas in this manuscript are rare, they sadly lack the enforcement to be made popular, 

but they are still worth a lot and I hope you agree. Despite the information, the power, the gift 

and awareness you have been handed, I encourage you not to charge anyone to view it. Unless, 

of course, you are charging them their previously held beliefs of school and the status-quo - for 

after reading this, they will be throwing them in the trash anyway. 

4. Maybe child labor laws should be revoked. 

Over a hundred years ago, the realization of the tough working environment and tragic accidents 

flipped the reality switch in a few people’s minds and the activist community began to build in 

order to prevent children of a young age from working. Of course the only objection they faced 

was the employers of the thousands of children. Ironically, now if you ask anyone if they wanted 

cheap labor to get their work done, they would be on top of it. But if you tell them the age of the 

workers, decisions quickly change. What a difference from back in the old days. 

Even more ironically, it’s not strictly because of their age. It is because people think that in order 

to do the job correctly, more efficiently, they had to have an education, which is the exact 

argument that was made to win the battle against child labor in 1918. What no one realizes is that 



the kids who worked at the age of five actually learned more of the lessons that will make them 

successful than the kids who start school at age five. A dying brain beats a dead one. 

Now, it’s safe to say that what we are doing now, what we are teaching now is wrong, but that’s 

not saying that what we were doing before the education system was right either. What if there 

was a way to make the American dream become a reality by changing one habit; by eliminating 

the factory formula of short-term education for the long-term production of doing what we’re 

told and replacing it with a short-term education for the long term-production of what we really 

want. 

 

 

5. Wait. Nothing’s changed. (That’s the problem) 

The formula school is using now is perfect. You read the proclamation right. Putting in some 

short-term education to get out long-term production is great! 

Let’s look at a similar formula, 2 + 2 = 4 right? Well what does 2 oranges + 2 oranges make? It 

doesn’t make 4, it makes 4 oranges, but the school system doesn’t acknowledge this or teach it. 

It teaches that no matter what you add two of, the answer is still four. It’s not. 

 The formula the public school system has now is perfect, but the variables they put into it are 

flawed. The problem is the type of short-term education put in and the type of long-term 

production that is its result. The school is adding 2 rotten oranges with another 2 rotten oranges 

and they believe the answer is still 4 because four is a perfect answer. It’s what we’ve been 

taught when you add 2 and 2 together. When really it is 4 rotten oranges, 4 rotten years of 

education. 

Everyone in their right mind wants to do what they love and make money from it. Does that 

sound too difficult? Does that sound like it’s something that is impossible to teach, to make 

happen? There are millions of people living their dream every day and if they can learn it, they 

can teach it.  

But what do we teach students instead? Trigonometry. Which only a select few will ever use 

again. That’s not the only subject either that is time spent degrading the educational value of 



each student in attendance. I use Trigonometry as the example because I failed my first course of 

Trig. I could give a dozen excuses why but the reason why? I knew I would never use it again. 

Instead, I spent my time writing poetry, love letters, free-writing and being an idea guy (my 

passion). But I knew I wanted to go to college. So what did I do? I remained compliant; I tried to 

fit back on the track by taking the class again and getting a B.  

Why do I share this personal example? Because what is happening is personal. What we are 

being taught is a personal matter, learning doesn’t come from a book, it comes from experience. 

The worst part is that we’re not even trying to be taught experiences from a book, we’re just 

being taught the book and a book is not worth much if it is never read, the same as experience, if 

it is never had. If you put in the wrong type of education, then you get out the wrong type of 

long-term production. Which column do you think is the type we don’t want or need? 

Long Term Production   Long Term Production 

Adaptation     What we have now 

Artfulness     

Broad Horizons 

Character 

Creativity 

Commitment 

Consistent Improvement 

Essence 

Flexibility 

Integrity 

Originality 

Passionate 

Positive Influence 

Quality 

Respect 

Virtue 



 

Now it’s clear that the goals, lifestyles, attitudes and types of workers, not only America, but the 

entire world needs have changed. That means that the type of long-term production schools are 

churning out needs to be changed which means the type of education that is being taught needs 

to be changed. The formula can stay the same, the type of data we put into it needs to change. 

6. Everything is Massive 

Every meal it seems is massive. Everything is either large, extra large or supersized. Drinks in 

particular are beyond supersize, they are gargantuan. It seems that every place that sells drinks, 

they only have different sizes of large. The problem with large is that you can have different 

sizes of large but you can’t have different types of large.  

On the other side of the spectrum, if you go into a restaurant and ask for a small drink, you get 

the option of a small clear plastic cup, a small glass, a small Styrofoam cup, a small bottle of 

what you already want in it or a small cup with the restaurants logo on it. Ask for a large and you 

get a large plastic cup, that’s it.  

Now swap the drink you want, with the education you’re getting: 

Large – to everyone 

Small – to different types of people 

Schools think that one size fits all (large). The current educational structure is about massive 

uniform education to produce massive uniform long-term production. If there are 3000 people at 

one high school, there’s no energy to specialize. There’s only enough energy to show students 

how to “just get by”. One large curriculum for everyone.  

The question remaining is if mass marketing, mass advertising, mass communication are all 

dying and specialized marketing, specialized advertising and specialized communication are 

striving, is it right to toss trillions of dollars and our spirits to push mass education to try and 

make it work? Are we going to keep paying for a large? Or suck it up and order the small? 

7. Rote, Rote, Rote, Rote was necessary 

There are two positive forms of massive which need to be implemented into the schooling 

formula; the education being taught needs to implement massive specialization so that there can 

be a massive specialized long-term production.  

Unfortunately, the education now is massively uniform, with the focus on memorization and the 

ability to do what you’re told. In the past, both memorization and doing what you’re told were 

necessary. Now anything can be Googled on your phone in less than twenty seconds and the 



people who make headlines, the people who are living their passion, the people who make 

money doing it, are the people who didn’t do what they were told.  

A major trend you will witness throughout this manifesto is that the greatest successes occur 

despite or in spite of school, not because of it.  

Using rote learning to teach information that will never be used again -- that is the type of 

education that is being put in the current formula. Sure, it fits the long-term production that was 

sought after in the early 1900’s, but it doesn’t seem quite fitting for the long-term production the 

world is calling for now. 

Mass education, mass rote learning and then mass testing. The most efficient and historical 

testing by education standards is the multiple choice test. Also known as the single mass 

murderer of passion by punishing those who don’t keep up, by harming those who’s mind is on 

something more productive elsewhere, torturing to those who want to excel past it and a death 

wish to anyone who avoids it. 

8. Psychology and the internet 

Research has continuously been showing that we forget things we are confident we can find on 

the Internet. It’s similar to being in a relationship. You automatically don’t bother filling your 

brain with concepts or memories that you know your spouse can recall. A simple example is 

going grocery shopping; you don’t bother remembering to grab the eggs because your spouse 

always remembers to. No need for you to add another thing on your list to remember. 

Betsy Sparrow, lead author of a science article from Columbia University titled Google Effects 

on Memory: Cognitive Consequences of Having Information at Our Fingertips has this to say.  

Since the advent of search engines, we are reorganizing the way we remember things. 

Our brains rely on the Internet for memory in much the same way they rely on the 

memory of a friend, family member or co-worker. We remember less through knowing 

information itself than by knowing where the information can be found.  

This provides a problem to the traditional school curriculum, but only because it is unwilling to 

change to accommodate this fact. In this sense, we are more likely to remember things that are 

not available online, something school teaches little of. 

9. What can be taught 

I mentioned earlier, if it can be learned, it can be taught. Hundreds of people every week are 

making news for achieving their dreams. Girls at the age of 5 are turned into pop sensations due 

to a little boost of charisma and a video camera. A homeless guy can get a job because someone 

videotaped his voice so he could get some extra pocket change. A guy sings about Chocolate 

Rain and get’s more views than the news network in a day. Above all, people are living their 



dreams and making more than enough money doing so. Importantly, these people are doing more 

good, giving more gifts and sharing more love than anyone who just graduated from school. 

These people were self-taught achievers of their dreams because they overcame fear, made goals, 

commitments and promises to themselves which they kept. They prepared, they planned, they 

expressed themselves, they innovated, they put their personal touch to it, and they exploited their 

uniqueness and their character into their product. If all of that is what it takes to live a 

dream…well what are we doing teaching to be fearful, to be hesitant, to follow prescribed 

procedures, to maintain status-quo, to stay average, to avoid conflict and detain ingenuity.  

And these are just the habits that are taught, think about the adverse attitudes that school creates. 

Not only are mediocre attitudes being created during school, but at the same time any of the 

attitudes that should be taught are being destroyed and recalibrated.  

You know what I find funny? That the ones who “make it big” are the dreamers. Those who 

aren’t even old enough to have their dream patterns altered by school, or are homeless and don’t 

go to school or those who don’t focus on school but go to it anyway and dream about what they 

are going to accomplish when they get home during each class. They thrive because they dream, 

and they dream because they are not taught not to. Ignorance in this case, isn’t bliss, it’s a dream 

given the ability to be achieved. 

10. New Structure Set 

The scholars we want and need to have come out of school will only happen if we change it and 

create different ways to deliver lessons. We must start schooling dreams. 

Here are a dozen ways school can be rethought and taught: 

 

Homework is work that one is inspired to do 

“Today’s lesson” is a collaboration of the class’s ideas and thoughts on a subject through 

discussion, no right, no wrong 

Class textbooks chosen by teacher’s favorites on the subject 

A class for anything that one would want to learn 

Sending scantron to the guillotine 

Experience and creation determine achievement level 

Self graded report cards 



Life design instead of life science 

 

11. Change can be rampant, fluid-like and precise. 

We all have the power to change: change ourselves, change others, change items, change 

behaviors, and so why not aim it at education? Everything that incorporates the lessons that 

school teachers teach are either obsolete or can be learned on the internet in a 5 minute summary 

or 20 minute lecture from someone who cares.  

In fact, a lot can be learned on the internet in 5-20 minutes. Why? Because the teachers we need 

in our schools, are online. They are writing and publishing lessons on everything imaginable, 

there are a hundred times more articles being posted on the web each day then there are students 

going to class. While those who write blog posts, submit articles and offer their minds up to 

students, don’t call themselves teachers, and don’t get paid as much as teachers, they are 

“teachers” to every student with internet access. The internet is by far the most powerful, flexible 

and instant source of learning. 

It is also the single largest producer of successful dreamers. Its ability to be customized, 

specialized, internalized, and individualized is what allows it to create every kind of person this 

world and the long-term production goal, needs. But it just can’t compete with the 1,620 personal 

hours spent each year teaching the exact opposite. 

12. A dream killing society 

Everyone is born a dreamer. Luckily, the system, as hard-pressed to destroy dreams as it is, still 

can’t prevent minds from at least flickering short images of should-be dreams even though, the 

flickers, the pipe dreams, the empty wishes are exactly so, empty. They are not enough to tease a 

student to learn more, to push further or to even give it a second glance. We’re not only killing 

dreams, we’re preventing them. For a society that used to kill off the weak and encourage the 

strong, we’re now doing the exact opposite.  

13. Two bumper stickers 

The first one is a joke and it is funny because the purpose behind it is falsely advertised. The 

bumper sticker says “My child is a high school honor student”. That’s like saying that I’m a 

professional soccer player when all I do is sit on the bench. It’s empty, meaningless and false 

advertising. The result of being an honor student is from being more compliant, more obedient 

and better at limiting yourself than anyone else. Exactly what school was meant to breed….in the 

1920’s. 

The second bumper sticker is one I never saw until I created it. It says “Start Schooling Dreams.” 

It’s not just a plea, it’s a demand. A demand on behalf of everyone who was forced through the 



16 year process of having their dreams killed and a demand on behalf of every child that is about 

to enter another year of it. 

The world has changed, it calls for dreamers. Are we going give the world what it needs? 

14. The box revolution 

For years it was about getting out of your box and into a nicely formed assembly line. Now it’s a 

new type of box revolution. The best way to explain this concept is through the connect the dots 

box game. 

 

This box revolution is about connecting a specifically defined group of people to conquer, 

improve, and succeed in a specific area. It is about connecting the passionate and the creative. 

It’s about bringing together the inventors, the promoters, the producers, the sellers and the 

consumers and not creating a separate line for each but connecting them together. The box 

revolution is about using what you have inside your box, connecting with what others have in 

their boxes and creating an abundance of fulfilled dreams. 

 


